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THE COURSE IS OPEN ONLY TO MA STUDENTS from DALC and those ERASMUS students directly affiliated with DALC
OBJECTIVES

In the eighteenth century Britain achieved, politically, economically and culturally, the position of a great power in Europe. The aim of this course is to introduce students to the complex aesthetics of this sophisticated age, as reflected in e.g. the daring libertine lyrics of the Restoration, intricate political allegories, theatre culture, the bristling topicality of Augustan satires, as well as the imaginative flights of mid- and late-eighteenth-century fiction. Students will be given the opportunity to read major texts, think about the central intellectual practices of the age and to imagine the relations among the books, people and politics of Restoration and eighteenth-century Britain.

MATERIAL

1/ most texts are available on moodle (shorter texts in Word; longer essays or novels are scanned in pdf) 

2/ some texts can easily be obtained in book form; several can be downloaded in different versions from the internet, most poems are available in The Norton Anthology of English Literature, volume 1 


A.Behn – Oroonoko (some editions in our library room 107; also on moodle, downloaded from Literature Online, see EIZ on the library web)

A.Pope – The Rape of the Lock 
T.Smollett – The Expedition of Humphry Clinker (also library)
L.Sterne – A Sentimental Journey through France and Italy (library; also on moodle, downloaded from Literature Online)


ASSESSMENT
Credit requirements include (= Erasmus: grade for seminar work)
· active participation in discussion (keeping up with the reading schedule is a must). 3 absences max. 
· For MA students: a class presentation (20 mins long) = a conference paper. Each class member will select one topic from the list below for an in-class presentation. This should be concerned with an interpretation of a text passage or poem(s) from the perspective required by the topic and an introduction of important themes for further discussion in class. Texts and topics to choose from: 

1. Dryden on good and bad writing – comparing “MacFlecknoe” with “To Oldham” and “To Congreve”.

2. The philosophy of libertinism in Rochester’s poems.

3. The narrator in Behn’s fiction.

4. Form and sound in Pope’s poetry.

5. Smollett and the epistolary.

6. The poetic persona in Gray’s “Elegy”.

7. Sterne and irony.

OR

· in case there are more students than topics above, other BA participants of the course write a max 1,000-word literary essay on the same topic. Deadline for submission is one week prior to the date that the topic is covered in the seminar. Students MUST attend the course on the date the presentation itself takes place. If they are unable to do so, they must write a second essay on a different topic. 
NOTE:

Graded paper (PVP2, PVP 6): 3 credits (and a grade). Conditions apply only to Faculty of Arts MA students.
Participants of the course who have otherwise fulfilled all requirements for credit may choose to write an extra assignment, which will count toward extra 3 points for a graded paper. Students need to register for this in SIS. Students select one of the two categories below:

· A literary essay of a minimum of 2,400 words (approx. 8 pages) on a free topic (consulted with the instructor and relevant to seminar topic). The topic must be substantiated in a written paper proposal of approx. 250 words  (containing also relevant basic bibliography of at least three items). The essay will NOT be accepted without prior submission of this proposal. Latest deadline for proposals – week 13 (15.5.). The  deadline for essays – September 1, 2024. 
· A short critical review essay of an academic book dealing with issues the seminar is concerned with. It should follow the format of a scholarly review (“odborná recenze”), suitable for publication in a scholarly journal and run cca 1500-2000 words. The review can be written in English or in Czech/Slovak. (For more details on how to write a critical book review see information on moodle.) 

Deadline: see above. Students select their book from the list below. Individual choice must be consulted with the instructor by week 13.  

List:

Michael McKeon, The Origins of the Novel (1987, ÚALK library)

Ian Watt, The Rise of the Novel (1956, ÚALK library)

John J. Richetti, The Cambridge Companion to the Eighteenth-Century Novel (1998, ÚALK library and NK)

John J. Richetti, Popular Fiction Before Richardson: Narrative Patterns 1700-1739 (1969, NK)

R.F.Brissenden, Virtue in Distress: Studies in the Novel of Sentiment from Richardson to Sade (1974, NK)

J.M.S. Tompkins, The Popular Novel in England, 1770-1800 (NK)

Etc.

Reading schedule 

WEEK  1 (21.2.)
Introduction. 
The long eighteenth century 
WEEK  2 (28.2.)
Restoration aesthetics. Satire. (texts all on moodle)

John Dryden – “To the Memory of Mr Oldham”, “To My Dear Friend Mr Congreve”, “MacFlecknoe”, “Absalom and Achitophel”(Part I).

WEEK  3 (6.3.)
Lyrical forms. The libertine response and neo-platonism. (all on m)

Katherine Philips – “A Retir’d  Friendship”, “Friendship’s Mystery”, “Against Pleasure”, “On the Third of September 1651”, “Upon the Double Murther of King Charles I”, “To My Excellent Lucasia, on Our Friendship”;

John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester – “The Imperfect Enjoyment”, “Against Constancy”, “Love and Life”, “Song (As Chloris full of harmless thought....)”, “Song (Fair Chloris in a pigsty lay...)”, “The Mistress”, “A Ramble in St James’s Park”, “A Satyr against Reason and Mankind”, “Upon His Leaving His Mistress”, “A Satire on Charles II”, “A Disabled Debauchee”

WEEK  4 (13.3.)
Narrative forms.




Aphra Behn - Oroonoko
WEEK  5 (20.3.)
Augustan satire I (pdf on m)
Joseph Addison and Richard Steele – selections from The Tatler (1, 25, 29, 242) and The Spectator (I. 1, 2, 10, 16, 49, 61, 62; II. 262; IV. 403, 409, 550) the precise selection t.b.s.
WEEK  6 (27.3.)
Augustan satire II

Alexander Pope – The Rape of the Lock (not on m), “Epistle to Dr Arbuthnot”, from Moral Essays (“Epistle IV. To Burlington”), from The Dunciad (from Bk.I and from Bk.IV - “The Triumph of Dulness”), from The Satires and Epistles of Horace Imitated (from “To Augustus”. [Hor. BkII. Ep.i]).


[we shall also draw on previous knowledge of Jonathan Swift’s The Modest Proposal and Gulliver’s Travels]

WEEK  7 (3.4.)
Gender and the Oriental fantasy (pdf on m)
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu – The Turkish Embassy Letters



(From Letter 25, 1 April 1717 to Letter 49, 19 May 1718)

WEEK  8 (10.4.)         The epistolary picaresque 
Tobias Smollet – The Expedition of Humphry Clinker
WEEK 9  (17.4.)
The poetry of nature and sentiment. 
James Thomson – from The Seasons (“Winter”, from “Spring”), “Rule Britannia”;

Alexander Pope – from Windsor Forest (see file on Pope wk 7)
Thomas Gray – “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” (on m)
Oliver Goldsmith – The Deserted Village (on m)
George Crabbe – from The Village
WEEK10 (24.4.)
The poetry of nature and sentiment (cont.)
WEEK 11 (1.5.)          STATE HOLIDAY (NO CLASS)

WEEK 12  (8.5.)
STATE HOLIDAY (NO CLASS)

WEEK 13 (15.5.)       The novel of sensibility.




Laurence Sterne – A Sentimental Journey Through France and Italy
Conclusion

