
Literatures on the British Isles: the Middle Ages - lecture 

  1  14/2 Introduction;  
               Migration period mythologies: problems in Old English heroic poetry 
               (H.Znojemská) 
                a) Germania and Romanitas; dating and record; literature in society 
                b) form: metre, alliteration, poetics – in relation to a)  
  2  21/2 After conversion (H.Znojemská) 
                a) historical background; Latin in England (Bede, Aldhelm, Alcuin) 
                b) religious epic: biblical, Latinate, vernacular impulses  
  3  28/2 "Portrait 1": Beowulf, Exodus (H.Znojemská) 
  4    7/3 Old English poetry – generic overview (H.Znojemská) 
               towards alternative voices? (elegies, „minor“ genres) 
  5  14/3 The literature of medieval Ireland (R. Markus)  
  6  21/3 Old English prose (H.Znojemská) 
               a) evolution 
               b) establishing a tradition: saints’ lives, histories 
  7  28/3 From Old English to Middle English: overview (H.Znojemská) 
  8    4/4 Middle English lyrics (H.Znojemská) 
                a) types and forms; popular, courtly and clerical traditions 
                b) lyrics in record  
  9  11/4 Courtly literature: romances and affiliated genres (H.Znojemská)  
                a) characteristic features: themes, structures, values   
                b) from epic to romance: historical and cultural background 
                "Portrait 2": Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (H.Znojemská) 
10  18/4 City literature (H.Znojemská) 
                a) 12th century Renaissance 
                b) drama 
                c) “national” voice – 14th century        
11  25/4  The literature of medieval Scotland (P. Poncarová) 
12    2/5  "Portrait 3": Chaucer (H.Znojemská)  
13    9/5 TEST 
 

ASSESSMENT 
LECTURE  
The lecture component is compulsory for both single-subject and joint-subject students. Students must 
pass the final test. The test is subject to two re-sits and must be completed by the end of the year 
following the one in which the student registered for the course (i.e. September 2024). 
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