JMMZ236 The UK and the world after a surprising election
Winter Term 2015-16
Instructors: Iain McLean and Scot Peterson,  Politics & International Relations, Oxford University. Course assistant at Charles University: Jan Váška (jan.vaska@fsv.cuni.cz).

Requirements:

(exam, 6 ECTS)

1. Full attendance record (exceptions need to be discussed with the instructors or the course assistant), active participation in seminars (20 per cent of final mark)
2. Final essay on topic assigned by instructors. Length (net text) 2000 words (+/- 10 per cent). Citations required according to IMS rules. To be sent to Jan Váška by 30 January 2016. Essays should be submitted in Word, RTF of PDF Format (80 per cent of final mark)
Programme and Reading lists for individual classes:

Lecture 1. Monday 12 October, 10:30-12:30, R201  
Recent developments in the UK and their implications for Europe: from the Scottish referendum to the 2015 General Election
Lecture 2. Tuesday 13 October, 9:00-11:30, R201  
Federalism in the UK: Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, and England
Lecture 3. Tuesday 13 October, 13:00-15:30, R201  
The UK’s referendum on EU membership
Lecture 4. Monday 2 November, 10:30-12:30, R201  
Human rights and the Council of Europe
Lecture 5. Tuesday 3 November, 9:00-11:30, R201  
The UK Constitution: How Easy is it to Change?
Lecture 6. Tuesday 3 November, 13:00-15:30, R201  
Judicial Review in the UK: Its Growth and Imminent Decline?
Reading list for lectures 1-3: books

· I. McLean What’s wrong with the British Constitution? Oxford University Press 2012
· I. McLean, J. Gallagher, and G. Lodge, Scotland’s Choices 2nd ed 2014. Edinburgh University Press.
· P. Lynch, SNP: the history of the Scottish National Party 2nd ed. 2013 Cardiff: Welsh Academic Press.
· R. Hazell, Constitutional futures revisited. Basingstoke: Palgrave 2008.
· R. Hazell, The English Question. Manchester University Press, 2006.
· A. Jackson, The two unions: Ireland, Scotland, and the survival of the United Kingdom, 1707-2007. Oxford University Press, 2013
· R. Ford and M. Goodwin, Revolt on the right: explaining support for the radical right in Britain Routledge 2014
Reading list for lectures 1-3: online sources

· http://constitution-unit.com

 HYPERLINK "http://constitution-unit.com/" /. Blogs on UK constitutional affairs
· http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy

 HYPERLINK "http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/" /
· http://politicsinspires.org

 HYPERLINK "http://politicsinspires.org/" /. Blogs on politics from Oxford and Cambridge universities
· Scottish Government, Scotland’s Future: your guide to an independent Scotland (downloadable from http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/0043/00439021.pdf) 
· British Academy and Royal Society of Edinburgh, Enlightening the Constitutional Debate. (2014).  Free to download from http://www.royalsoced.org.uk/cms/files/events/reports/2013-2014/The%20Book.pdf
Reading list for lectures 4-6 books and online resources: TBA
Free-to-view reliable news sites
· BBC News: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2015/results" www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2015/results
· The Guardian news: http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.theguardian.com/uk" www.theguardian.com/uk
· Daily Telegraph news: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
· Scotsman news: http://www.scotsman.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.scotsman.com/" /
Essay topics for Iain McLean
1. If the UK votes to leave the EU in 2016 or 2017, but the vote in Scotland is in favour of remaining in the EU, what do you think will happen then?

2. What lessons does the separation of the Czech Republic and Slovakia in 1992/3 have for the possible separation of Scotland and the rest of the UK?

3. What do think will happen to the UK’s nuclear submarines and warheads in Scotland, which the Scottish government is asking to remove?

4. Why do you think most Scottish people voted against independence in 2014, and yet the pro-independence party dominates Scottish politics in 2015?

5. How can the Scottish Parliament be made more responsible for the taxpayers’ money that it spends?

6. Is the rise of populist parties in the UK, including UKIP and the Scottish Nationalists, similar to the rise of populist parties in central and southern Europe, or different?

7. Could the UK become a federation? If so, what lessons are there from other federations (e.g., USA, Germany, the Hapsburg Empire….)

8. Can ‘English Votes on English Laws’ be made to work? If so, how?

9. In Northern Ireland, Lebanon, and Bosnia, governments have to comprise politicians from different religions. Can this solution to inter-religious conflict be made to work? If so, how?

10. What do you think would be the main consequences if the UK votes to leave the EU in 2016 or 2017?

Essay topics for Scot Peterson
TBA

