COURSE:

Literatures on the British Isles II: From Classicism to the End of the Victorian Era

SEMINAR:

The novel in history: From Defoe to Brontë
Instructor: Nováková                                                                                                          Summer semester 2024

Office hours: e-mail appointment 
Credit points: SS 7 (Z, ZK), TS 3 (Z)

NOT OPEN TO ERASMUS STUDENTS
This is a supplementary course to the lecture series aiming to develop the more general topics presented there. Its focus is the close reading and analysis of the canonical works of eighteenth- to nineteenth-century literature written in English. The principal objective of the course lies in enhancing the students’ ability of assessment, interpretation and critical expression. The focus of the individual sessions depends on the specialization of the instructors: This specific seminar maps the development of the novel from its beginnings in the early eighteenth century to its early Victorian forms (from Defoe to Brontë) within the broader cultural background, e.g. the production and consumption of the novel, new aesthetic categories etc. We shall also enter into debate with and about critical theories of the origins of the novel. 
Materials

1/ Daniel Defoe – Robinson Crusoe

    Henry Fielding - Tom Jones

    Laurence Sterne - Tristram Shandy

    Horace Walpole - The Castle of Otranto

    Jane Austen – Pride and Prejudice

    Emily Brontë – Wuthering Heights

2/ course reader (supplementary reading material) - moodle (Reader 18 and Romantics reader)

Requirements

ALL STUDENTS
1/ class participation

   You are expected to be prepared for class and to keep up with the reading schedule. Regular attendance is required, you are allowed three absences. In case of problems, you are expected to get in touch with the instructor.  

2/ written assignment – test (in-class)
      Pass limit 60 points (100 max). If you fail this, you must write a (min.) 2,000-word essay on an assigned topic. (Date of test -WEEK 13, deadline for essay will be specified in May and will be due in June 2024 at the latest). 
SINGLE-SUBJECT STUDENTS ONLY

3/ one oral presentation or abstract - see separate sheet. 
4/ Single-subject students, who have otherwise fulfilled all requirements for credit (points 1 to 3), sit for an EXAMINATION (in the form of an in-class writing assignment, i.e. they write an essay on a given topic - select one out of three - in the time limit of 90 mins). Exam dates t.b.a. in May (two dates in May/June, one date in September). Students sign up in SIS.
Programme with reading schedule

week  1 (22.2.) Introduction
week  2 (29.2.) The rise of the novel. 

    Presentations:  1/Realism and the novel form

                              2/Generic transformation and social change
week  3 (7.3.) Daniel Defoe – Robinson Crusoe 
       1/ Form, style and language 
       2/ Character and themes of religion, economy and morality

       3/ Critics on Defoe – see Reader 18
week  4 (14.3.)  Samuel Richardson - from Clarissa

    1/ Letter XVI (see Reader18, also views On S.Richardson)

    2/ The epistolary technique, narrative time, characterization

    3/ Presentation: Private experience and the novel

week  5 (21.3.) Henry Fielding - Tom Jones 

    1/ comparison with Richardson – characterization, comedy, human nature, morality

    2/ selected chapters (t.b.s.)
week  6 (28.3.) DEAN´S Holiday
week 7 (4.4.) Henry Fielding – Tom Jones (cont.) 
    1/ narration (Reader)

    2/ Presentation: The authorial novel

week  8 (11.4.) Laurence Sterne - Tristram Shandy (min. 150 pages)

    1/ Presentation:  "Writing Strategies"

    2/ Literary time and conception of character 

week 9 (18.4.) The Gothic novel

    1/ Concepts of the sublime, beautiful, picturesque

    2/ Horace Walpole - The Castle of Otranto

    3/ selections: Ann Radcliffe - from The Mysteries of Udolpho; M.G.Lewis - from The Monk     (for points 1 and 3 – see Reader 18)

    4/ Presentation: Contemporary Gothic

week  10 ( 25.4.) The Romantics 

    1/ selected poetry (Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats) – see Romantics reader 

    2/ Presentation: The concept of Romanticism

week  11 (2.5.) Jane Austen – Pride and Prejudice

     Presentation: text by M. Butler
week  12 (9.5.) Emily Brontë – Wuthering Heights

     Presentation:  text by Z.Vančura

week 13 (16.5.) TEST

