British Literature of the African and Asian Diaspora (Contemporary Black and South Asian British Writers)

WS 2023/2024
the course is open to M.A. students ONLY (incl. ERASMUS DALC MA only)

M.A. elective course (povinně volitelný): 

special programme British Literature and Commonwealth Cultural Studies (basic course, PVP 1; for students from 2020/21)

all other special programmes (PVP 5 – elective course outside the special programme; for students from 2020/21) 

Credits: 5 (if terminated with ZÁP only); (for details about additional points for graded papers, see below)

Instructor: PhDr. Soňa Nováková, CSc., M.A.

e-mail: sona.novakova@ff.cuni.cz
Office hours: by e-mail appointment  Room 110

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The course focuses on readings of texts exemplifying multicultural Britain and their re-narration of post-colonial experiences of exile and otherness. A brief excursion into the problematics of contemporary postcolonial theoretical formulations will be followed by analyses of a range of short stories, poems and novels by contemporary writers of Afro-Caribbean, African and Asian origin settled in and writing from Britain. The chosen texts are representative and by now have, mostly, achieved a more or less canonical status within the field. Attention will be paid especially to the ways in which this body of writing can expand our understanding of the complex negotiations of identity: the possible shifts in identity that occur in relation to migration, the diasporic experience and the workings of the politics of inclusion and exclusion that erase and inscribe difference. Further issues for discussion and analysis include the role of language, memory and history, family and home, gender construction, oral and literary traditions. Discussions of primary texts will always be supplemented by theoretical and critical readings exemplifying the range of contemporary (post-colonial) approaches.

MATERIAL

novels: Hanif Kureishi – The Buddha of Suburbia (library)
            Sam Selvon – The Lonely Londoners (scan in pdf on moodle; library)
            Caryl Phillips - The Final Passage (scan in pdf on moodle)
            Salman Rushdie – from The Satanic Verses (library)

Barnardine Evaristo – The Emperor’s Babe (scan in pdf on moodle; library)
READER includes short selections from the prose and poetry of Wole Soyinka, Linton Kwesi Johnson,  Jackie Kay, Grace  Nichols, Fred D'Aguiar,  Merle Collins, Benjamin Zephaniah, David Dabydeen etc. Overall, and for your benefit, it includes more than the required reading for the course. Available in Word on moodle. [Some primary sources will also be made available as Xerox copies (handed out in class)].
For theoretical texts see course materials (internet - moodle) - selections from the works of Homi Bhabha, Stuart Hall, Frantz Fanon etc. Others will be made available either as xerox copies (hand-outs) or can be studied (partially) as google.books etc. 
ASSESSMENT
Credit (ZÁPOČET) requirements include active participation (students come to class with notes and comments about the assigned primary and secondary texts) and one oral presentation/or essay (depending on the number of students registered). (This essay for ZÁP deadline: submitted by e-mail 9 a.m. January 10, 2024.) 
ASSIGNMENTS
One oral presentation 
Topics for presentations: presentations are position papers on the primary texts (the precise assignments depend on the number of students in class, preferably should concern the final novels (Salman Rushdie – The Satanic Verses; Sam Selvon -  The Lonely Londoners; Caryl Phillips – The Final Passage; Hanif Kureishi – The Buddha of Suburbia;Barnardine Evaristo – The Emperor’s Babe; if necessary, also David Dabydeen – Turner; Jackie Kay – The Adoption Papers). Duration: approx. 30-40 minutes. 

Please, note that a POSITION PAPER is an essay that presents an opinion. It may discuss an emergent topic without the original research normally present in an essay or other academic papers. But the opinions and positions put forward in the paper must be substantiated by evidence from an extensive and objective discussion of the topic. If your paper does not fulfil these requirements, you will be asked to write an essay on an assigned topic. 
In case the numbers of students enrolled far exceeds the topics for presentations, the instructor will assign essays. Details about form and theme will be specified later. Deadline: see above. 

[NOTE:
Assignment for (written) graded paper (PÍSEMNÁ PRÁCE):
PVP 2 graded paper in BLCS BASIC course – 3 credit points

PVP 6 graded paper to PVP 5 – 3 credit points

Participants of the course who have registered in time for a graded paper (PP in SIS) must fulfil all requirements for credit before submission. 
Students write  EITHER

an essay  = cca 10pp., analysis of a primary text, utilising some of the theoretical approaches suggested during the seminars. Students write essays on selected texts (both prose and poetry, including seminar texts and texts of their presentations, topics must be consulted with the instructor and substantiated by brief 100 to 150-word proposals; deadline for proposals 4 January 2024 or any time before), 
OR

a short critical review  essay of a book  (theory or literary criticism related to the topic of the course). Choice of text MUST be consulted with the instructor.  It should follow the format of a scholarly review (i.e. it is NOT a summary) and run cca 4-5pp. (For details on books, content, style and format, see internet course materials.) The review can be written in Czech/Slovak (preferably) or in English. 
BOTH TYPES OF ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE BY Friday 16 February 2024. However, in substantiated cases I shall comply with study regulations for exams and accept papers until the end of the academic year following the one when the student registered for the course. Do get in touch by 14.2.2023 at the latest to agree on new and final deadlines.
 Reading schedule (tentative)
WEEK  1  5.10.
  Concepts and terms. 

    
SuAndi, “Home”

        
Merle Collins: "Schizophrenia"

TEXTS for week 1: all teacher’s handout (SuAndi, M.Collins; Cohen; also available in READER)
TEXTS for week 2: Stuart Hall, “Cultural Identity and Diaspora” (pdf), Fanon, “The Fact of 

Blackness” (from Black Skin, White Masks), Avtar Brah, passages from The Cartographies of Diaspora (all on moodle); primary texts in READER (m)

WEEK  2  12.10. 
Identities. Negritude and Fanonism. 
Avtar Brah, passages from The Cartographies of Diaspora
Stuart Hall, “Cultural Identity and Diaspora”


Wole Soyinka: from "Telephone Conversation" 
Jackie Kay: "So You Think I'm a Mule?"


Fred D’Aguiar, “Colour”

Fanon, “The Fact of Blackness” (from Black Skin, White Masks)

TEXTS for week 3: Fanon (see above) and Jackie Kay (moodle)
WEEK  3 19.10.
Identities (cont.). Living in-between. Roots.


Fanon (continued)

Jackie Kay, The Adoption Papers (pdf on moodle)

TEXTS for week 4: Bhabha, Rushdie, Kureishi (all on moodle)


WEEK  4  26.10. 
Living in-between. Routes. (Homes and Borders.)

Salman Rushdie, “Imaginary Homelands” 

Hanif Kureishi, “The Rainbow Sign” 

Homi Bhabha, from The Location of Culture: “Introduction” 

TEXTS for week 5: Hall, Gilroy (both moodle), Nichols (reader)

WEEK  5  2.11. 
Roots and Routes. History and Memory.

Homi Bhabha (continued)

Stuart Hall, “New Ethnicities” (moodle)


Paul Gilroy, from The Black Atlantic (moodle)
Grace  Nichols: "Ala",  "In My  Name", "One  Continent/To Another" etc. from i is a long memoried woman
TEXTS for week 6: Dabydeen (moodle). Students look up Turner’s painting of The Slave Ship.

WEEK 6  9.11.
History and Memory. Representations: visual x verbal.

Nichols (continued)

David Dabydeen  - Turner (moodle)
TEXTS for week 7: READER and moodle; students locate information on creole, pidgin, dialect

WEEK  7  16.11. 
Orality. Voice. Creole and Nation Language.

John Agard: "Listen Mr Oxford Don"

Merle Collins: from "No Dialects Please"

Kamau Brathwaite on nation language (moodle)

David Dabydeen: essay "On Not Being Milton" (moodle)

   "      "    : "Song of the Creole Gang Women"

(if time allows, more poems may be brought in)

(G.C.Spivak, from “Can the Subaltern Speak?” (moodle) ????)

TEXTS for week 8: Bhabha, “Of Mimicry and Men”, “The Other Question”, Edward Said, from Orientalism, R. Kipling, “The Overland Mail” (all on moodle) 
WEEK  8  23.11. Representing the Other: Stereotype and Subversion

            Homi Bhabha, “Of Mimicry and Men”,  “, The Other Question” and Edward Said, from Orientalism

            R.Kipling, “The Overland Mail”, (all on moodle)
 TEXTS for week 9: Rushdie (library); Bhabha and others (course materials on moodle)
WEEK  9  30.11.
Case Study 1:  
Salman Rushdie, from The Satanic Verses (min. 5 chapters, i.e. 350pp.)

Other recommended texts (Bhabha, “Signs Taken for Wonders” from The Location of Culture; G.C.Spivak, “Reading The Satanic Verses” (pdf on moodle)


Aijaz Ahmad, “Salman Rushdie’s Shame” (moodle) 
WEEK 10  7.12.
Case Study 2:

Sam Selvon: The Lonely Londoners (pdf on moodle);  interview (READER)
WEEK 11 14.12. 
Case Study 3: 
Caryl Phillips: The Final Passage (pdf on moodle) ; interview (READER)
WEEK 12 21.12.
Case Study 4:

Hanif Kureishi:  The Buddha of  Suburbia  (library)

WEEK 13 4.1.2024
Case Study 5:


Barnardine Evaristo: The Emperor’s Babe (pdf on moodle)

WEEK 14 11.1.2024 IN RESERVE
