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Course description
This seminar-style course aims to give the students a good understanding of key security issues facing post-Soviet Russia and Eurasia, an understanding that is conceptually-informed and theory-driven. The course is fractured into three main modules: on Jihadist terrorism, ethno-separatist conflict, and interstate war.  Each module consists of three classes. The first classes of each module provide the students with basic concepts and causal theories necessary for grasping the general phenomena of jihadist terrorism, ethno-separatist conflict, and interstate war. The two subsequent classes are case study-based inasmuch as they draw on the empirical richness of the region. The course thus offers a balanced insight into the key regional security issues, an insight that is not confined to the empirical complexity of the case studies, but allows the students to analyze these phenomena with respect to the general literature. Throughout the course, invited lectures will be delivered by experts and academics to help the students grasp the complexity of issues covered from a variety of individual and research perspectives. 
Aims of the course
After completing the course, students shall be able to understand the concepts of Jihadist terrorism, ethnic separatism, and interstate war and apply them in the context of Russia and Eurasia. 
In addition to learning basic facts on the topic of the course, this rather seminar-style course is intended to contribute to developing methodological and analytical skills among the students. Students are strongly encouraged to attend all the classes; attendance, key to a successful complement of the course, is not a formal requirement, though. 
Structure of the course
1) Introduction (21 February)
The introductory class will explain the aims and structure of the course and specify the requirements for passing the course. 
2) Jihadist Terrorism (28 February)
This class will focus on the (a) definitions of jihadist terrorism and the (b) causes of jihadist terrorism.

Readings: 

Schmid, Alex P. “The Revised Academic Consensus Definition of Terrorism.” Perspectives on Terrorism 6.2 (2012): 158-159.
Bakker, Edwin. Jihadi Terrorists in Europe: Their Characteristics and the Circumstances in Which They Joined the Jihad: An Exploratory Study. The Hague: Netherlands Institute of International Relations Clingendael, 2006. (with the exception of Chapter 3)
Newman, Edward. "Exploring the “root causes” of terrorism." Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 29.8 (2006): 749-772.
Presentations:

2A: Definitions of jihadist terrorism: An analytical comparison
2B: Causes of jihadist terrorism: An analytical comparison
3) Case Study A1: Russia’s North Caucasus (7 March)
A case study. 
Readings:
Souleimanov, Emil Aslan. “The Caucasus Emirate: Genealogy of an Islamist Insurgency.” Middle East Policy 18.4 (2011): 155–168.
Blank, Stephen J., ed. Russia’s Homegrown Insurgency: Jihad in the North Caucasus. Carlisle Barracks PA: U.S. Army War College Strategic Studies Institute, 2012. (Chapter 3)
Souleimanov, Emil Aslan, and Huseyn Aliyev. “Blood Revenge and Violent Mobilization: Evidence from the Chechen Wars.” International Security 40.2 (2015): 158–180.
Presentations:

3A: Ideology or Grievance?: The Causes of jihadist terrorism in Chechnya
3B: From Chechnya with jihad: How a local insurgency shaped the North Caucasus 
4) Case Study A2: Post-Soviet Jihadist Foreign Fighters in the Syrian Civil War (14 March) (Elena Zhirukhina) 
A case study. 
Readings:
Hegghammer, Thomas, and Aaron Y. Zelin. “How Syria’s Civil War Became a Holy Crusade.” Foreign Affairs (2013): n. pag.
Souleimanov, Emil A. "Globalizing Jihad? North Caucasians in the Syrian Civil War." Middle East Policy 21.3 (2014): 154-162.
Chatham House. Exporting Jihad: Foreign Fighters from the North Caucasus and Central Asia and the Syrian Civil War. Chatham House, The Royal Institute of International Affairs, 2015. Russia and Eurasia Programme Roundtable Summary.
Gleason, Gregory, and Roger Kangas. “Foreign Fighters and Regional Security in Central Asia.” Security Insights 17 (2017): n. pag.
Presentations:

4A: Joining a Holy War: Why North Caucasians and Central Asians Join the Syrian Civil War
4B: More trouble to come? Analysing the security implications of Syrian veterans to post-Soviet republics 
5) Ethno-Separatist Conflict (21 March)
This seminar will be dealing with the (a) definitions of ethnic separatism and the (b) causes of ethnic separatism. 

Readings: 

Siroky, David S. “Explaining Secession.” The Ashgate Research Companion to Secession. Ed. Aleksandar Pavković and Peter Radan. Farnhmam and Burlington: Ashgate, 2011. 45–80.
Varshney, Ashutosh. “Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict.” The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. Ed. Carles Boix and Susan Carol Stokes. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press Oxford, 2007. 274-95.
Souleimanov, Emil. Understanding Ethnopolitical Conflict: Karabakh, South Ossetia, and Abkhazia Wars Reconsidered. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.
Presentations:

5A: On Ethnic Separatism and Ethnic Conflict: Explaining the terms 
5B: Why Ethnic War?: Analysing the causes of ethno-separatist conflict 
6) Case Study B1: The South Caucasus (28 March) 
Readings: 
Welt, Cory. Explaining Ethnic Conflict in the South Caucasus: Mountainous Karabagh, Abkhazia, and South Ossetia. Diss. Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2004. (Chapters 1 and 2)
Cornell, Svante E. “Autonomy as a Source of Conflict: Caucasian Conflicts in Theoretical Perspective.” World Politics 54.2 (2002): 245–276.
Melander, Erik. “The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict Revisited: Was the War Inevitable?” Journal of Cold War Studies 3.2 (2001): 48–75. 
 Presentations: 

6A: Ethno-separatist conflicts in the South Caucasus: A comparative analysis of their causes 
6B: Russia, Turkey, and Iran: On the external factors of the South Caucasian ethnic wars
7) Case Study B2: Russia and Central Asia (4 April) (Noah Tucker) 
Readings:
Gorenburg, Dmitry. "Regional separatism in Russia: Ethnic mobilisation or power grab?" Europe-Asia Studies 51.2 (1999): 245-274.
Hagendoorn, Louk, Edwin Poppe, and Anca Minescu. "Support for separatism in ethnic republics of the Russian Federation." Europe-Asia Studies 60.3 (2008): 353-373.
Hale, Henry E. "The makeup and breakup of ethnofederal states: why Russia survives where the USSR fell." Perspectives on Politics 3.1 (2005): 55-70.
Presentation: 
7A: Central Asia’s latent ethno-separatist spots: Why ethno-separatist conflict bypassed a post-Soviet region 
7B: Tatarstan, Tuva, and beyond: Why Russia’s separatist regions avoided ethnic war 
8) Mid-term test (11 April)
Note that there are no classes on the 18th of April at the Faculty of Social Sciences 

9) Interstate War (25 April) (in absentia)
This class seeks to explore the (a)  definitions of intrastate war and the (b) causes of intrastate war 

Readings: 

Jackson, Matthew O., and Massimo Morelli. “The Reasons for Wars: An Updated Survey.” The Handbook on the Political Economy of War. Ed. Christopher J. Coyne and Rachel L. Mathers. Edward Elgar Publishing, 2011. Chapter 3.
Levy, Jack S. “Theories and Causes of War.” The Handbook on the Political Economy of War. Ed. Christopher J. Coyne and Rachel L. Mathers. Edward Elgar Publishing, 2011. Chapter 2.
Presentations:

9A: Exploring the concept: Definitions of interstate war 
9B: When is war likely to occur? Comparative causes of interstate war 
10) Case Study C1: The Russian-Georgian War of 2008 (2 May) (Valery Dzutsev) 
A case study. 
Readings:
Cornell, Svante E., Johanna Popjanevski, and Niklas Nilsson. Russias War in Georgia: Causes and Implications for Georgia and the World. Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, 2008.
King, Charles. “The Five-Day War: Managing Moscow after the Georgia Crisis.” Foreign Affairs 87 (2008): 2-11.
Welt, Cory. “The Thawing of a Frozen Conflict: The Internal Security Dilemma and the 2004 Prelude to the Russo-Georgian War.” Europe-Asia Studies 62.1 (2010): 63–97.
Presentations:

10A: Which Theory? The causes of the Russian-Georgian War of 2008
10B: Why international opinion (doesn’t) matter: Understanding global attitudes to the August War 
11) Case Study C2: The Russian-Ukrainian “Hybrid War” (9 May) (Martin Larys)
Readings:
Rácz, András. Russia’s Hybrid War in Ukraine: Breaking the Enemy’s Ability to Resist. Finnish Institute of International Affairs, 2015.
Galeotti, Mark. “‘Hybrid War’ and ‘Little Green Men’: How It Works, and How It Doesn’t.” Ukraine and Russia: People, Politics, Propaganda and Perspectives. Ed. Agnieszka Pikulicka-Wilczewska and Richard Sakwa. E-International Relations Publishing, 2015. 156–164.
Presentations: 
11A: Russia’s Hybrid War toward Ukraine: A military-political perspective 
11B: Russia’s Hybrid War toward Ukraine: An information perspective 
12) Concluding seminar (16 May) 
Requirements 
Students are expected to attend all classes, read all reading assignments before each class, and actively participate in discussions. This course is reading-intensive (approx. 70-100pp per week), which makes a daily reading routine a necessity. Students are encouraged to follow the topics covered throughout the course in the media. 
The students’ performance in the course will be assessed based on the following criteria:
· One in-class mid-term test (20%). Test questions will be related to the first section of the course, will mostly draw from the weekly readings, and will test the students’ factual knowledge. No notes, electronic devices or literature may be used during the test. The duration of the open-answer test is 60 min. Students are expected to attend the test on Week 8. Only those in serious and duly documented circumstances may be excused from the test and are to take the test a week later. Those failing to take the test whatsoever may continue attending the course, but will not acquire up to 20% ascribed to the mid-term test. 
· One 20min highly analytical presentation on a chosen topic (30%). Power points are not formally required, but are welcomed and may be emailed to the lecturer and/or fellow students before class. Formally structured (introduction-main theses-core-conclusion-bibliography + three topic-related questions for class discussion) one page handouts should be distributed to fellow students and the lecturer at the beginning of each presentation. Note that presentations are to be delivered in due time; they cannot be rescheduled. Failure to deliver an assigned presentation in due time or to provide a good reason for absence from the day of presentation may result in one’s disqualification from the course. Should the students have any doubts about the structure or scope of their presentation, they are encouraged to consult the issues with the lecturer beforehand to ensure they score well on the presentation.  
· Research papers (40%), of around 2500 words, in Word files, to be emailed to the lecturer (emil.aslan@fsv.cuni.cz) due June 15th noon Central European Time. Penalties for late submission are as follows: within 24 hours: 5%; within 48 hours: 10%; 48+ hours: not accepted. Research papers have to be original pieces of research, based on the knowledge of the related scholarly literature and centered on preferably innovative research questions. Research papers are to be written by two authors, one in charge of the non-empirical sections (theoretical and conceptual introduction, literature review) and one in charge of the empirical sections. The names of both authors and their respective share (i.e. authorship of non-empirical vs. empirical sections) should be clearly stated on the front page with each author given mark individually on his or her part of the paper. Research papers have to be in-depth and highly analytical rather than superficial and descriptive. They should contain references (in Chicago or Harvard Manual of Style; students should make sure that all references are quoted accurately as the papers might be run on plagiarism software), be formally organized, and have both general (conceptual and theoretical) and empirical parts. Particular attention should be paid to the interconnectedness of the theoretical and empirical sections, with empirical sections illustrating the theoretical argument. Research papers shall have the following structure: Introduction, Conceptualizing (a brief definition of the studied concept or phenomenon), General (sorting out related theories/literature review/presenting one’s research questions), Empirical (providing empirical evidence), Conclusion. More specifically, the theoretical part must draw on the conceptual and theoretical perspectives covered throughout the course; in the empirical part the students are encouraged to select and analyze comparatively two case studies. Single case studies may be accepted only in exceptional cases upon prior approval from the lecturer. Students are encouraged to discuss with the lecturer their preferred topics in advance (at least 4 weeks). The lecturer may assign topics as well. Note that the research papers cannot be written on the same topic as the presentations. 
· Active class participation (10%) based primarily on the discussion of the weekly readings; failure to demonstrate the familiarity with the assigned texts will prevent the students from scoring. 
Evaluation
A - Excellent 
91%-100%
B - Very good
81%-91%
C - Fairly good
71%-80%
D – Poor 61%-70%
E – Very poor 51%-60%
F - Fail 
0-50%
Note that the acquired scores for the presentations, research papers, mid-term test, and research papers are not negotiable, either individually or as a total. Nor may they be improved through additional performance unless specifically suggested by the lecturers. Only those acquiring up to 5 points below the minimum threshold for passing the course (45%) may go through extra reexamination to attain an E. 
Course rules
The Code of Study and Examination of Charles University in Prague provides the general framework of study rules at the university. According to art. 6, par. 17 of this Code, “a student may not take any examination in any subject entered in his study plan more than three times, i.e. he shall have the right to two resit dates; no extraordinary resit date shall be permitted.  (…) If a student fails to appear for an examination on the date for which he has enrolled without duly excusing himself, he shall not be marked; the provision of neither this nor of the first sentence shall constitute the right to arrange for a special examination date.”
Any written assignment composed by the student shall be an original piece. The practices of plagiarism, defined by the Dean’s Provision no. 18/2015, are seen as “a major violation of the rules of academic ethics” and “will be penalized in accordance with Disciplinarian Regulations of the faculty.”
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