	Course Code:
	JMM074

	Course Title:
	Landmarks in 20th-Century U.S. History and Their Interpretations

	Characteristics:
	The course will focus on interpretations of main problems, events and periods of U.S. history since the late 19th century until and including the post-WW2 period.

	Credits:
	6

	Teacher:
	Calda, Pondělíček

	
	

	Grading:
	The final grade will be based on the student´s performance in class, on his/her midterm paper as well as on the oral exam. 



	Formal:
	The seminar requires students to participate actively. Participants will be reequired to study 30 to 40 pages of text a week.


	Registration:
	The graduate-level course is offered to students of the IMS FSV American Studies program. In addition, students from other university sections as well as those from foreign countries usually participate. 


	Program Units:
	A. units taught by Milos Calda

1. Progressivism

2. World War One

3. 1920s

4. Great Depression and FDR

5. United States in WW2

6. midterm paper (preliminary date: November 10)
B. units taught by Jiri Pondelicek

7. Truman and the Containment Policy

8. Nuclear Arms Race, from Hiroshima to the Cuban Missile Crisis, from Détente to the Star Wars

9. Desegregation and Civil Rights Struggle

10. LBJ´s Great Society

11. Vietnam or Second Indochina War
12. From Goldwater to Reagan, the Great Conservative Counterrevolution and the Culture Wars


	Requirements:
	1. regular attendance (not more than 3 unexcused absences per term)
2. writing of a term paper, to be handed in by mid-December
3. oral examination related to the term paper topic


	Readings:
	Obligatory:
Relevant chapters from Interpretations of American History II, Grob and Billias, eds, New York and London 1972 or later editions (1978, 1982, 1987, 1992, 2000). Further texts provided by the teacher or available from the internet.
Recommended:
scholarly articles at www.jstor.org
The Underside of American History, Vol. Two, Thomas R. Frazier (ed.). Harcourt Brace Jovanovitch, 1971, 1974, 1978, 1982, 1987.
Gabriel Kolko: The Triumph of Conservatism: A Reinterpretation of American History, 1900-16. New York and London, 1963.


	
	


