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THE EIGHTEEN-NINETIES

   (LITERATURE OF THE 

      LATE VICTORIAN 

 PERIOD) 

       II

M.A. COURSE (ENGLISH LITERATURE)

WINTER SEMESTER 2023 / 2024
INSTRUCTOR: DR. ZDENĚK BERAN

TIME:  TUESDAY 5:30-7:05 p.m.
ROOM: 225V
PROGRAMME:

1 The Decadent Movement (Intro: Towards a Definition of the Term)

2 The Story of Decadence I (French Connections), reading Decadent poetry (Gray)

3 The Story of Decadence II (Little Magazines; Publishers; The Rhymers’ Club, Arthur Symons), reading Decadent poetry and essays (Symons)

4 The Story of Decadence III (Dandy and Dandyism, the Decadent Self), Barbey
5 The Story of Decadence IV (Parodies) + The Story of Decadence V (Death of Decadence)

6 The French “Yellow” Book (J.-K. Huysmans)

7 Aestheticism into Decadence: Walter Pater, “Emerald Uthwart”

8 Aubrey Beardsley and Decadent Art, Wagnerism

9 Decadent Sexuality (Teleny)

10 The New Woman (Showalter, Ledger), reading George Egerton

11 Oscar Wilde (Salome)

12 Oscar Wilde (The Picture of Dorian Gray)

READING LIST:

Arthur Symons, “The Decadent Movement in Literature” (extract); Introduction to The Symbolist Movement in Literature; “The World as Ballet” (extract)

Poems by A. Symons, J. Gray, O. Wilde, E. Dowson and R. Le Gallienne (handouts)

Jules Barbey d’Aurevilly, Du Dandysme et de George Brummel (The Anatomy of Dandyism)

Joris Karl Huysmans, A rebours (Against Nature)
Walter Pater, “Emerald Uthwart”

Aubrey Beardsley, Under the Hill (The Story of Venus and Tannhauser)
George Egerton, “A Cross Line”

Max Beerbohm, essays (from Works)

Oscar Wilde, Salome; The Picture of Dorian Gray, essays
Secondary sources (Matthew Sturgis, Passionate Attitudes; Murray Pittock, Spectrum of Decadence; Francoise Coblence, Dandyism; Elaine Showalter, Sexual Anarchy; Sally Ledger, “The New Woman and the Crisis of Victorianism”; Holbrook Jackson, The Eighteen Nineties; Max Nordau, Degeneration) 

Requirements:

Regular attendance, at least one oral presentation, essay.

Credit essays and graded papers:

The students will write one essay; if you have signed up for Late Victorians II: Graded Paper, your essay must be of different length (4,000 words) than that of the credit essay (3,000 words)

Topics are be provided below.

Length: credit essay: 3000 words

  - graded paper: 4000 words;
Essay topics:

1 The image of a city in Arthur Symons’ poetry of the 1890s
2 Decadent irony in Richard Le Gallienne’s Quest for a Golden Girl
3 Aubrey Beardsley’s reading of Wilde’s Salomé, as reflected in his illustrations

4 Max Beerbohm’s art of the decadent essay

5 A critical discussion of Oscar Wilde’s ideas of art in Intentions
6 Wilde’s self-portrait in De Profundis
7 The earliest Czech translations of Oscar Wilde

8 Lord Henry Wotton as dandy (the genesis of dandyism from Brummell to Wilde)

9 The character of Des Essaintes in A Rebours, a prototype of the decadent man

10 Feminine identity of G. Egerton’s heroines in the light of the New Woman question

11 Max Nordau and his argument concerning “degeneration”

12 Teleny – mere pornography? Discussion of the main motifs in the anonymous novel

13 Duality in the works of Oscar Wilde and R. L. Stevenson

